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work is interdependently linked up with the work
of thousands and thousands of other workers; he is
a small cog in a large machine. As a result he
possesses a collective mind. For that reason alone
socialistic ideology finds a fertile ground for its
ideas among the proletariat. The farmer, by the
nature of his work and psychology, is the direct
antithesis of the industrial proletariat. He is typi-
cally the center, and often the whole, of the man
power in his unit of industry, and he is dependent
upon few if any others. Thus, as a natural indi-
vidualist, he furnishes barren soil for the collective
ideas of socialism.

For a long time the government was hesitant to
force on the peasants the economic policy of the
complete abolishment of private ownership. It was
only in the year 1928, when the country and the
Soviet regime were in desperate straits, that Stalin
as a last resort proclaimed the collectivization of
the agricultural industry; and from the very begin-
ning the plan met with a hostile resistance on the
part of the peasants.

In bloodshed and brutality the methods used by
the Bolsheviks in trying to force collectivization on
the Russian peasants had no parallel in the entire
Russian Revolution. Even the period of military